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THANK YOU 
for becoming a 
SPARK Hope team member!
We are delighted that you are joining with us to share God’s unconditional love to a child in the Jelgava City Orphanage. Being a SPARK Hope team member requires a few very simple commitments to connect with your child. 
1. Daily Prayer -- Pray for your child and all who have contact with them for one year.

2. Letter of Introduction – Use the provided decorative paper to write a letter to your child. Please do not mention adoption or forever family.
3. Family photos -- Provide 5+ photos of you or your family, scripture, and prayers in a small photo book.
4. Summer Ministry Gift – Purchase gifts that will be presented to your child by the Mission: Hope/Oakwood ministry team in June 2010. Gifts must fit and be returned in a closed 2 gallon Ziploc bag.
Gifts Ideas:

a. Gifts MUST include: toothbrush, full size toothpaste, bar of soap, and several self-addressed envelopes

so the child can write you. Do NOT stamp it. They will affix Latvian postage, not US postage.

b. Other ideas include: slippers, tights, socks, fancy scarves, t-shirts and shorts, hair bows, a watch, 
a necklace, school supplies, etc. 

c. Do not include any liquid items.
d. Do not send money directly to your child.
e. Complete the provided checklist, place it inside the bag so that it’s visible from the outside, include

$5.00 to help defray the cost for Latvian postage stamps and extra baggage costs.
f. Meet the Deadline – The deadline is Sunday, May 30 at NOON. Bring the gifts to Oakwood Church on 
Sundays at either service or drop them off at the church office Monday – Friday.
5. Continue to Connect – Following the June, 2010 Mission: Hope ministry trip you will receive your child’s name and the address to the Jelgava City Orphanage. Please send letters regularly and small packages to your child. Something as simple as a hair bow or a few pieces of candy can brighten a child’s day! Make sure to send a note celebrating your child’s Latvian Name Day. You can find a list of “name day” dates by going to www.behindthename.com/namedays/lists/lat.php. Remember, we are being intentional in making connections with the children. Don’t forget them! Share Christ and His amazing hope!
6. Christmas Gift – Plan to send a gift to your child at Christmas. Mission: Hope/Oakwood will gather all the gifts and send them directly to the Jelgava City Orphanage in November.
If you have questions please contact Cindy Watkins or Marci Burkhart at 
sparkhope@missionhope.us
